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Republic of tee  Philip@ines

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND  HIGHWAYS
CENTRAL OFFICE

Manila

DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM

CIRCULAR NO.
Series of 2024

FOR/ TO        : SENIOR UNDERSECRETARY
UNDERSECRETARIES
ASSISTANT SECRETARIES
REGIONAL DIRECTORS
BUREAU DIRECTORS
SERVICE DIRECTORS
HEADS OF UPMOs
DISTRICT ENGINEERS
HEADS OF ATTACHED AGENCIES
OTHERS CONCERNED
This Department

a         On.I Inn

a^co.IG s\ILlmi^s

For   information    and    guidance,    attached    is   a    copy   of   Republic   Act   No.    11985
dated  March  11,  2024,  entitled:  ``AN  ACT STRENGTHENING  AND  REVITALIZING THE
SALT INDusTRy IN THE pHILlpplNES, AppRopRIA[rlNG FUNDs THEREFOR".

A   copy   of  the   said   Republic   Act   may   also   be   downloaded   from   the   DPWH   website:
http://dpwh,web. If an office cannot access the DPWH website, a hard copy may be obtained
from the  Records Management Division,  HRAS,  upon  request.

For dissemination to all  concerned.

Atty. MICHAE VILLAFRANCA, CESO Ill
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Support Services

Encl:  As stated

cc:  Office of the Secretary
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MALACAftANG  RECORDS 0FFfcE

SECRETARY MANUEL M.  BONOAN
Department of Public Works  and  Highways
Manila

Sir:

Manila,  March  15,  2024

DPWH  - OSEC
ffiECEIVE

MM   1   8   `/U?6

Con''(`'  NO
-H  =EriHMHi-

yNrfs No. _~ull|JhL-±--
I   have   the   honor   to   transmit   for   your   information   and   guidarice,

a  certified  copy  of  Republic  Act  No,11985  which  was  approved  c>n  March  11,
2024 entitled "AN  ACT  STRENGTHENING  AND  REVITALIZING  THE  SALT
INDUSTRY      IN       THE       PHILIPPINES,       APPROPRIATING       FUNDS
THEREFOR".

Thank you.

Very truly yours,

#N, ESPIN®
Director IV

M-128    Mabinl  Hall,  Malacafiang,  Manila  Trunkline  8-249-83101ocal  8300
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Begun  and held  in  Metro  Manila,  on  Monday,  the twenty-fourth
day of July, two thousand twenty-three,

=

[REpuBLlcACTNo,     11985]

AN    ACT    STRENGTHENING    AND    REVITALIZING
THE   SALT   INDUSTRY   IN   THE   PHILIPPINES,
APPROPRIATING  FUNDS  THEREFOR

Be i,t eiracted by t,he Serrate albd House of Repl`eselutattues of t,he
Phtlipptnes in Con,g1`ess assemblecl..

SECTION   1.   Shorc  T[£!e,  -  This  Act  shall  be  known  as
the  "Philippine  Salt  Industi'y  Development Act".

SEC.   2.   DecjcEro!jorL  a/  Pojjey.  ~  It  is  the  policy  of  the
State to promote riu.al development based on sound agricultural
productivity,  increase  in I.ural income  through enterprises that
make  full  and  efficient use  of human  and  natural  I.esources,
and  which  are  competitive  in  both  domestic  arid  foreign
markets.  Far  this  purpose,  the  State  shall  provide  suppoi't
througli  appropriate  technology  and  research,  and  adequate



2

financial, production, marketing,  and other support services to
revitalize the  salt industry,  attain increa.sed production by salt
farmers  and salt producers,  achieve  salt serf-sufficiency,  and
become  a  Det  exporter  of  salt.

It is further the pdiey of the State to preserve, protect,
and rehabiltate the natural environment in the  actualization
of its  developmental pdicies.

SEC.  3.  Defi7Lj±jo7L  of  rer77Ls.  -  For purposes  of this  Act:

(a.) 14rdsorzroz sa.Zf refers tor locally produced tilfefined  salt,
derived  directly from  a living sea or  ocean,  using tradi.tional
methods.  It  retains  natural  traces  of mineraJ.s  coming from
sea water,  and is prodriced by ira.ditional or  commm:i:ty-based
enterprises;

a)  Arfiscznaz  sazt  prodz4cer  refers  to  one  wbo  uthizes
traditional methods of production using nan-mechalrized means;

(c) Food-g7`ade sozt refers to salt for hum`an cousunption;

(d)  J7Ldr4s±rjoz  sozf  refers  to  salt  used in the  treatment,
p`rocessing,   afld/o,I  rna.nufacttire   of  n.o,n~food   commerci.al
prodracts;

(e)  Jodized  sazt  refers  to  ordinary  salt  with  fortificant
potassium iodate  QH03);

(I)  ScB.Zf refers to  an unrefined  salt  derived dil.ectly from
a.  hving  sea  or  ocean,  ha.rvested  throiugh  the  process  of
cooking,   smoking  or  sola.r  evaporation.  Regardless  of  tbe
manner  of production,  it retains  natural traces  of minerals
coming from  sea  water;

(g)  SoZ± /czr7us refer to areas of land,  shorelines,  or coastal
areas, including their buldings,  machineries,  and equipment,
used  in  salt  prodhction.  Salt  farms  may  be  cla.ssified  as:

(1)  J7td£L)£dt4oZ  soZ€  form  ~  salt  farm  of  not  more  than
fifty  (50)  hectares;  or

(9.)  CorporcLke or  coopercitve / a;ssocin;SieTL  salt forrrL -sat:i
farm  of not  more  than  two  hundred  fiftyr  (2`50)  hecta.res;
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(b)  Scbzt producer  refers  to  an  individual,  corporation,
cooperative  or  association involved in the productiofl  of salt.
Local  salt producers  shall  be  categorized  as  fonows:

(1)  Subsistence  producer/manufactur.er  -  a  person  c>r
association engaged in the production, tra.de,  and distribution
of salt  not  exceeding  two  (2)  metric  tons  CMT)  per  year;

(2') Small producer/manufacturer - a person,  corporation,
or association engaged in the production, trade and distribution
of salt ranging from more than two  (2) MT to three hundred
(300)  MT  per  year;

(3)   Medium   produ.cer/rna.nufactTirer   -   a   person,
corporation,  or  association enga.ged in the production, trade,
and distribution of salt ranging from more than three hundred
(300)  MT  to  two  thousand  (2,000,.)  MT  per  year;  or

(4) Large produce.r/man,irfacturer - a person,  corpora.tion,
or   associa.ti`on   eDgaged  in  th.e  production,   trade,   and
distnfoution  of salt  exceeding  two  thousand  (2,000)  MT  per
year;  and

(i)  Sozf proczzj,crio7L refers to the process  of generating salt
from salt water uthizing solar evapora.tion or cooling and other
acceptable  m`ethods.

SEc.  4. Phili,ppiriie  Sci,It  had,ustry  Devalop'm,eat Rondrmap
(Sozt Rood7rLapJ.  - For the  a.ttainment of the  objectives of this
Act, there shall be formulated and established a Philippine Salt
Industry Development Roadmap  (Salt Roa.dmap),  w]]ich shall
includ.e,   but  not  be  limited  to,  progra.ms,   projects  and
interventions for the development and rna.nagement, research,
processiDg,   utilization,   business   modernizati'o`n,   and
commercialization of Philippine  salt:  ProL)ided,  That the Salt
Roadmap  shall be  aligned with the  objectives  and cofltinued
implementation  of Repu.blic Act No.  8172  or "An Act for Salt
Iodi-zation  Na.tionwide   (ASIN)",  which  sha.Il  inc.lu`de  the
mandatory iodiza+tion of all food-grade  salt and sball have the
fonowing obj'ectives,  among otbers:

(a)  Increa.se  salt  production  in  order  to  attain  salt
self-sufficiency,  and  become  a  net  exporter  of salt;
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a)  Encourage  salt farming  and  expand the  number  of
salt-producing areas ;

(c) Ensure the  sustainable production, management and
harvesting,  and  soil  and  water  conservation  practices  in
salt-farming areas;

(d)  Promote public  and private  investments in the  salt
industry development programs;

(e)  Ensure  the  sustainability  and  via.bflity  of the  salt
industry through the establishment of cooperatives among salt
farmers and salt producers in order to optinize local production
a.nd improve  access to  government interventions,  assistance,
and incentives;

(D  Advance  market  access  for  Phi]ipp.ire  salt products
locally and internationally;

(g)  Support research and development  @&D)  activities for
salt  piroductiofl  and  processing  an,d  introdnce  n`ew  and
appropriate  technology based on R&D  outtputs;

Q) Ensure regular fending for salt prodrction, processing,
commercial and marketing progra,ms and projects and provide
technical  and  financial  assistance  in  the  local  design  and
fabrica.tion  of  hi`gh-capacity  pJrocessing  e-quipme.n,t  an'd
machineries for the  salt industry  and  salt  iodization;  afld

(i)  Provide  continuous training and capacity building in
the  salt industry  development.

SBC. 5.  Crecinon of Philtppi,TLe  Salt Iud;ustry  Devehopmerut;
Cozt7tci.Z  (SoZ}  Cozj,7Lcjz). - To  ensure  the  unified and integrated
implementation  of  the  Salt  Roa.dmap  and  accelerate  the
modernization  and  industrialization  of  the  Phdippine  salt
indrstry,  a Salt  Council is bereby created with the fonowing
composition:

(a)  Secreta.ry  of the  Department of Agriculture  (DA),  as
Chairperson;

a)  Secretary  of the  Department of Trade  and Industry
(DTI)  as Vice-Chaixperson;

i
Members:

(c)  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Fisberies  and  Aquatic
Resources  @FAR);

(d)  Secretary  of the  Department  of  Environment  a.nd
Nattiral Resources  (DENR);

(e) Secretary of the Deparinent of Science and Tedmology
@OST);

(i)  Secretary  of the  Department  of Health  @O,H);

(g)  Secretary  of the  Deparfuent  of Tourism  @`OT);

th)  Secretary  of the  Department  of Pubhc  Works  and
ELghways  @PWH);

(i)  Secretary `Of the D-epartment of Labor and Employment
@ORE);

G.) 'Chairpersofl of the  Cooperative Development Authority-
(CDA);

Q[) Executive Diirector Of National Fisheries Research and
Development Institute  (NFRDI);

a)  Ofle   (1)  represen`ta-tive  each  from  the  League  of
Provinces   of  the  Philippines,   Lea'gue   of  Cities   of  tbe
Phfippines,  and League of MinnicipaJities Of the Phflippine§ of
salt-producing areas;

(in) O.ne  (1) representative from the private sector engaged
in  salt-production business;  and

(n)  Three   (3)  representatives  from  the  salt  fa.rmer
cooperatives,   two   (2)   representing  Luzon   and  one   (1)
representing Visayas and hdinda.nao:

ProL)£ded,  That  the  respective  agencies  may  desigmte  their
permanent representatives whose rank shall not be lower than
aft  Assi,stant   Secretary:   Proujded,   fztrfher,   That   the
representatives from business sector shall be  chosen by BEAR
from a Hst of three  (3) nominees submitted to it by the  sector;
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and the representatives from the cooperatives  shall be /chosen
by BEAR from  a list of five  (5) nominees for Luzon and three
(3) for the Visayas  and Mfldanao submitted to it by the salt
farmers'  cooperatives:  I+oujded,  fi7Lozzy,  That  one-third  (1/3)
of  all  the  members  of  the  Salt  Council  shall  constitute  a
quorum.

SEC.  6.  Functi,ons  of  the  Salt   Counci,I,.  -rFLe   Salt
Council  shall have  tbe following powers  and functions:

(a) Formulate the five  (5)-year Salt Roadmap, which shall
cointain  the   short-term,   medium-t?rm,   and  lo.ng-term
development  plan  (Developmeflt  Plan)  for  the  industry,
which  sbaJl be  updated yearly,  or  earner,  as  determined by
the  Salt  Council;

a)  Identify  specific  and priority program`s  and projects
in  support  of,  and  in line  with,  the  Salt Roadmap;

(c) Provide development fimds and technical assistance to
salt  farmers  and  the  industry.  The   support  shall  be
com,mensurate  to  the  size  of the  salt farm;

(d)  Impleme'nt  the  mecharizati:on  of  salt  produ'ction
process  through  the  provision  of machinery  and  equipment
such as, but not ]inited to, harvesters,  and motorized pimp§
to reduce  opera`tional cost;

(e)  Identify  sources  of  financing  a.nd  facfitate  crediit
windows with goverrment banks and the Agricultural Credit
Pdicy Council (ACPC) to expand the sal`t industry development;

©  Increase  productioD  of local  salt  by  increasing  land
area  devot,ed to  salt  and improving farm  p,roductivity;

(g)  In`stitutionahze  capacity  building  for  salt  farmers
through  the  BEAR  provincial  ofices  under  the  Fi.sberies
Post-Harvest Technology Division  qpHTD);

a) Strengthen market linkage and promotion of Philippine
salt;

(i)   Conduct   continuing   R&D   on   innovation   and,
modernization of the  Salt industry;
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0.) Estab]ich an a.gri-insurance program for salt producers;

a£)  Submit  annual  reports,  not later than June  30,  to
the Offce of the President and to each House  of Congress,  on
the status of the inplementation of the Salt Roadmap  and the
salt industry  development in the  country;

(I)  Recommend  to  tbe  Department  of  Budget  and
Management @EN0 the reqirired yealy appropriations for the
plan and implementation of the  salt development programs;

(in) Promulgate stich rules a]id regula.tions,  and exercise
suck  other  powers  and  functions,  as  may  be  necessary  to
carry  out the  objectives  of this  Act;  and

(n)    Consti`tnte   tbe   staffing   compl.ement   oif   the
Program  Mana.gemen.t  Office  Secre.tariat  with  the  power to
create  and  abb]ish positions.

EEC,.  7.   CTeati,om,   of   a   Progra,rrL   MarbcLgem,eTbt   Offiee
rpz140).  -  The  DA,  thaou:gh  tLe  BFAR,   shall  lead  in  the
iniplementation of the Developmen.t Plan  Towards this end,
a  PMO  is  hereby  crea'ted  under  tbe  Office  of  the  BFAR
Director  to   oversee  the   overall  imp.lementa.ti`on  of  tbe
Develop,ment Plan and the monitoring of its execution by the
inplementing  a.gencies  and/or  partners.  Further,  the  PMO
shall also  assume  and perform  secretaria.t functions  su.ch as
to  coordinate  and manage  the  regular  meetings  of the  Salt
Council,  prepare  a.n'd/or  co.nsohdate  reports,  monitor  the
in`plementation of pohcy decisions that the  Salt Council has
adopted,  and  hose  with  all  the  member  departments  and
relevant  agencies of the  government.  The  PMO  shall have  a
staff complement,  as  a.pproved by the  Salt Council.

SEC.  8.  Salt  as  an  Aqucidc  Resource  Product.  -  Sail,
unprocessed  or  processed,  is  hereby  classified  as  an  aqua.tic
resource  prodnct  and  shall be  exempt  from  all taxes.

The  DA  shall  also   ensure  that  salt  is  a  priority
colrmodity to be prodrced locally in areas or regioDs idendfied
in this Act.  The required resources  shall be  allocated by the
DA for  this  purpose.
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SEC,. 9. MCLpping  cnd, Dot,ermi,ndon of  Pu:bite Lou,ds fcrT
Salt Itod,whivTL; Rate of the DENR cnd, BEAR. - M:oat areas
suitable  for  Salt  production  a.re  public  lands  whicb  are
currently within the  administrative jurisdictioD Of the DENR
and the  BFAR.

Pursuant to this Act, the DENR through its appropriate
bureaus  and its  a.ttached  a.geflcy,  the  National Mapping  and
Resource Irfomation Authority QIAAffilA),  a]id the BFAR are
bereby mandated to  map  out,  identify,  a.nd  designate pubhc
lands,  includiflg  portiofls   of  mtinicipa.1  waters,   as  salt
production  areas.  They  shall prioritize .public lands  situated
in the foflowing p.rovinces that  are ideDtified  as  siritable  for
salt production,  mmely:  Ilocos  Norte,  Ilocos  Sun,  La Union,
Pangasinan, Zambales, Bataan,  Occidental Mindoro,  Chiental
Mindoro,  Palawan,  Marindu.que,  Quezon  Province,  Msamis
Otriental,  an,d  Antique,  which  are  fl`ow  hereby  declared  as
priority areas for sal\t production.  They sham firisb the task
with,in  sixty  (6,0`.)  da.ys  from  the  effectivity  of  this  Act:
Protjjczed,  That  pubhe  lands  in  cther  regions  sham  also  be
subsequently napped crut, identified and designated as potential
salt prodrchon areas, within six (6) months from the effechvity
of  thi`s  Act:   P7.o.LJjczed,   fttrzher,   That  the   result   oif  the
mand`atory mapping,  identification,  and designation of public
land.s  for  salt  production  sham  be  shared  with  the  pu.bhc,
through the DENR and BEAR wefosites or otherwise,  as their
respective  agency rules  shall allow,  so as to irfdrm interested
salt industry investors: I+ouidecz,  fi4rfh+ermore,  That they sham
al.so  provide  a  report  on  the  completion  of this  mapping,
identification.  and  designation  to  both  Houses  Of  Congress
throngh the Congressional Oversight Committee on Agriculture
and Fisheries Modernization  (COCAFM).

SEC. TO. Trc[m,sfer  of  Iti:bhe  In;in,ds  Id,enitfind ci;s  Suritable
for  Salt  Prod;uchon  from  DENR  to, BFAR.  - The  DFT:RTR is
hereby  man`d.ated  to  transfer  p`ublic  larid`s  napped  ou`t,
identified, and designated a.s suitable for salt production under
its  ar]m_iT]istrative j>urisdiction to  BFAR. It shall  de  so within
ninety  (90)  days  from  the  effectivity  of this  Act.

SEC.  Ll.  Alhoccnd,on  cmd,  Use  of  Pu:bl,i,c  Lcnds  for   Salt
Prod,uchon;  Role  of BFAR;  Miscall,cL:neous  Prcivisivrbs` -FrFAR
is hereby mandated to allocate pnbfic lands for salt production
to  qualified salt producers. For this purpose,  it shall issue  a.
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tenurial instrument therein refeITed to as the Salt Production
Tenurial Instniment or  SP`I'I) to  qualified salt pl'oducers fctr
the use  of these public lands,  certified  copies  of which  §`hall
be  fumisbed  the  ,Salt  Councfl  through  .the  PMO:  Proujdecz,
That tenurial instruments  on pubfic lands already issued to
private  entities  shall  be  respected:  ProLjjded,  fr7`t7Ler,  Tbat
tenurial instruments issued for salt produchon shall be strictly
used only for the purpose for which it was gra]ited, and that
pubhc land with  salt fans  §hafl not be  converted to  other
uses,  other  tha.n- for  fish-eries  and  aquaculture  purposes:
j}otjjded,  fi4ri7Ler7rLo7-e,  That the proced/ure for  such issuance
shall take into utmost consideration Repubhc Act No.  11032
or  the  "Ease  of Doing  Business  and  Efficient  Government
Service  Delivery  Act  Of  2018":  ProL)jczed,  #n,azz3J,  That  the
BFAR sham maintain a digital database  of all appEcants and
Lolders  Of  SPTI  to  ensine  integrity  Of  data,  Stronger  data
protection,  and converieut  data access.

(aL)   Salt_ Itod,uction  Tenurial  Ill,strume:m±  (SPTI).  A:fL
application  for  a.n  SPTI  o,n  a  p,ubhc  land  for  salt  farm
production shall be  submifeed to BEAR. BRAR shall issue the
SPTI  to  qualified  sal.t  p,rodueers,  which  shall  indicate,  i7L}e7.
ozfo,  the  foHowing:

(1)  Name  and  o.ther  relevanit  information  abo.ut  the
8rantee;

(2)  Terms  a]id  condi,tions  in  the  use  Of the  salt  farm;

(3)  Period  of use  of the  p`ublic  land  on  which the  salt
farm is  located;

(4)  Conditions  for termination,  which  sham include  an
undertaking  to  start  sat  farm  construction  and  operatioD
within  one  (1)  year  from  the  approval  and  granting  of the
SPTI and to protect and preserve critical habitat for marine
life  in the  area;  and

(5)  Metes  and  bounds  of the  salt  farm.

ProL)£ded,  That nothing herein shall be  a.dded that contradicts
the  principles  and  provision.s  of  Republic  Act  No.   1103,2:
Plot;rded'; frrfher,  That new/renewal/transfer of appHcatioD for
SPTI chall be  submitted to the BFAR` Provincial Office,  which
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shall process and issue the SPTI  appfied for within forty-five
(45)  days  from  the  complete  submission  of the  three  (3)
requiremeDts entimerated in subpara.graph a)  of this section,
failure in the issuance  of which sLafl render the  apphcatiofl
approved and BFAR shall inlnediatdy issue the SPTI apphed
for  to  the  apphcant:  I+oufded,  fur{he7.mo7`e,  That  the  SPTI
shall bear only the  signature of the Regional Director and the
BFAR Director.

a)  Qua:Itftcati,OTL  cjf  Sck  Itod,ucers  Applying  for  SP'I'I.
The 'BFAR chaH approve  appfication for SPIT  on the bases  of
only the foHowing three  (3) reqiiremehts:

(1)  Certificate  of Reristration as  a salt producer, secured
imder  Section  13  of this  Act;

(2)  The  appHcant  has  an  o,utstanding  track  record  of
engaging in salt farm business or other rela.ted business for
at least three  (3,)  years,  or  has  an  actTial  experience  in  salt
p.roduction  fo'r  at  le.ast  three   (3)  years:  P7.o.ujded,   That
cooiperati`ves/associatioDs   o.f  sti.bsisten`ce   and   sl]i'a.Il   salt
producers/farmers may present certification and efld.orsemient
from the local  government imits  a,GUs)  within whi'ch their
infoeflded  sat farm  wifl be  estabhshed  of their  capabi]i,ty  to
manage  a]|d opera.te  a salt farm, in keu of the three  (3.)-year
period req`uirement;  and

(3) P'a.yment of rental fee for the nse  of said pu.bhc land
in the amount equal to current rates exacted by BtFAR oD the
use  of these  pubhc  lands:

I+oufczed,  That  cooperatives/associations  of  subsistence  and
small  salt  produ.cers/farmers  shall  be  givefl  p`referential
trea.tment in the  gran.t of SP'IT and shall be  aHowed rent-free
use of the pubhc land on which the salt farm and its facilities
are  built  for  a  period  of  three  (3)  years  from  the  start  of
salt   farm    operatio`ns:    P7.o.uzd.ed,    fz4rfhe7.,    Tbat    said
cooperatives/associations  sball  present  authenticity  of the
na.ture alid composition of its members through a certification
from the local office  of the Department of Social Welfare  and
Development  @SWD)  and  the  LGU  of residence:  Proujczecz,
fi4r}JLerm,ore,  That misdeclara.tion or falsificaticln or any other
false  deed  to  conceal the  real  nature  and composition  of its

//
members shall render its oficers fable for criminal acts under
existing laws.

(c).)  Pert,od,  Of  Use  clf  PIJ,btic  Lcmd  for  Salt  FarrrL.  TLe
salt producer with an SPIT shaft be  aJlowed use of pubhc la]id
for  salt production for twenty-five  (25) years,  renewable for
anotber  twenty-five   (25)  years:  P7`ot/}ded,   Tbat  the  lease
agreement  shall  be  subject  to  early  termination  upon  a
determination by BFAR,  upon  due  process,  of the  grantee's
violation  of the provision(s)  of the  SPTI.

(a:)  Li,rmha;ti,oTLs  orb  the  Si,ze  of  ScLIt  Far.ms.  Indi:viduais
may lease  up to fifty  (50) hectares of salt farms.  Corpora.tions
or cooperatives/associations may lease xp to two hadred fifty
(250`)  hectares.  A  lease  apphicant  may  apply  for  a  lease  for
more than ozie (1)  area and hchd several lease agreements, but
in  no  case   sLall  tLe  total  area  o`f  §ucb  multiple  lea.se
agreements exceed the ]inits prescribed under this provision.

SEC_. _12..  UtiltzaitoTL  of  Pubti,c  La,nhs  AITecrdy  Issued
F_ish,pan,d, Ijease Agreemerits  (FIAs) for  Scblt Prodrc:ti6rL;  Ot;her
Fo;rms   of   Pu_I.lie   LaTI,d,   Possessi,o,Tb.   -  Fi!sbpoqid  LeaLse
Agreements  (FIAs) issued by B`FAR before the enactment of
this 1'aw may now include salt prodrction as among the vahd
activities that m`ay be undertaken by the leaseholder: f}ouzded,
That if the lessee so decides to engage in salt prodrction, stich
lease  a.greemen`t,  or such portion Of that pubfic 1'and under the
FIA to be  used. for salt production,  shall be  governed by the
provisions  of this Act.  In  suck case,  the  already issued FI.A
sha.H  be  amen.ded  aiccordingly  to  reflect  salt  productioi:
ProL7£ded,   Tha.t  the  period  ifl  tbe  a.mended  FIA  for  salt
production sban state the  fu]] twenty-five  (2.5)-year period.

If  other  public  lantd-s  ide'ntified  for  salt  production
purposes under this Act are aiready in the possession of private
entities,  BEAR shall notify theL possessor that such pubhc had
Las been identified as  suitable for salt production,  and if the
possessor  shall accede  to  develop  such  pubhc  land  into  salt
production area, then the process of developing the  area into
salt production sham continue in accordance with the provisions
of  this  Act.

SEC.   13.   RegistrcLtiorL   as   Sol,i   Producer-,   ContT.ol
J14:easL47.es.  -  AIl  salt  producers,  whether  holders  of  SPTI  or
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otherwise,  shall register with the  BFAR: Proujczed,  That the
Food  and  Drug  Administration  (FDA)   shall  reta.in  its
jurisdictiofl  over  tbe   registration  of  salt  for  human
consumptioD  as provided under  Repubhc Act No.  8172,  and
Repubhc Act No.  10611  or the  `Tood Safety Act of 2013".  The
fonowing are the  qualification requirements for registra.tion:

(a) For  Cooperatives/Associations

(1)  Existing

(i)  Certification  as Eristing` Salt Pr.oducer from the LGU
where  the  salt farm  operates;

(ii)  Certificate of Registra.tion from  CDA for cooperatives,
or  from  LGU  where  the  farm  si.te  is  located  for  farmers'
associa,tion;

(in) Production record for the inmediately preceding year;
and

(iv)  Affidavi`t  from  apphcant  of  eristence  of  at  le.ast
fifty  (50`)  members.

(2)  New Registrants

(i)  Certificate  of Registration from  CDA for coopera.fives,
or  from  LGU  where  the  proposed  farm  site  is  located  for
farmers'  a.ssociation;-

(ii)  Business  p`laJi;-

(iii)  Farm  Site  InspectioD  Report  from  the  Provincial
Fisheries  Oficer  @FO`);  and

(iv)  Affidavit  from  apphcant  of  eristence-  of  at  I.ea.st
fifty  (50)  members.,

a)  For Corporations

(I), Existing
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(i)   Securities   and   Excbange   Commission   (SEC)
reristration;

(ii) tcertification as Eristing Salt Producer from the LGU
where the  salt farm  operates;

(iii)  Updated tax payment record;  and

(iv)  Proof Of SSS,  Pag-IBIG,  PhflHealth remittances.

(2)  New Registrants

(i)  SEC  registration;

(ri`)  Btisiness  p.lan;  and

(iii)  Farm  Site  In.spection  Report from  the  PFO.

(c)  For Individuals/Ardsanal

(1)  Existing

(i)  Certificate  as  a  Salt  Producer  from  the  LGU,  and
indication  as  ardsand,  if ap.pHca.ble;  and

(ii) Prod.uchon report for the inmediately preceding year.

(2.)  New  Registrants

(i)  Biusiness  plan;  and

(ii) Farm/Production Site Inspection Report from the PFO.

Registration  shall be  renewed every three  (3)  years.

Upon   complete   submission   of   the   qualification
requiremeDts,  BFAR sham issue the  Certificate of Registration
as  a salt producer,  or a flotice of the denial of the application
for  registration,  accompanied`  by  an  exp)lanation  for  suck
denial within forty-five  (45)  days from completion. The failure
of  BFAR  to  act  oD  the  apJplicatien  renders  the  apphcatioD
approved,  and it shall immediately issue the said Certificate
of Registration. An appeal for suck denial shall be filed with
the  BFAR  Director  within  fifteen  (15).  days  from  receipt  of
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Notice  of  Denial,  which  in  turfl  shall  be  .decided  with
administrative finality by the Director, within fifteen (15)  days
from ffrog.

SEC.  14.  Sij,pport  for.  the  Devalopmerct  cif  Salt  FCLTTrLs
o7Ld  SoZ}  Prodz4ce7`s.  -  The  DA-BFAR,  in  consultation  with
individuals,  coxporation§,  associatiofls,  and cooperatives from
the  salt  industry,  Shall  provide  technical  support  in  the
development and operation Of eristing salt farms. It shall assist
in the  design of salt farms  of cooperatives/associations.

BFAR  is  hereby  rna.ndat'ed  and. authorized  to  grant
material   and   technical   a.ssistance   to   salt   farms   of
cooperatives/associations through its own projects and prograns
for the  salt  industry,  on  the  foHowing  concerns:

(a)  Estabhshmen-t  of salt farm  warehouses;

a)  Provision of inputs for salt develop.ment,  machinery,
and eq,ripment;

(c)  Conduct  of extension services;

(d.)  EstabEshment  a,nd  strengthening  of salt producers
cooperative;  and

(e) Development of modem salt production and processing
technology.

'Ihis mandate shall be funded out of the tariff conection
on  imported  salt  as  provided  in  Sections  2L7  and  2'8  of this
Act.  The BEAR sball institutionalize the Development of Salt
Ind`ustry Program @SIP) as a regular program funded by the
General  Approp,ria.tio,ns  Act  (GAA)  and  shall  cover  tbe
irlterventions  th`at  are  not included for fending by the  Salt
industry Development and Competitiveness Einancement Fund
(SIDCEF)  over and` above the regular budget of B`FAR under
the  GJIA.

SEC. 15.  CorLstru,chorb of  Sa,it  Fa,rm  Roads. -  C;onsi:sterit
wi.tb  the  DevelopmeDt  Plan,  the  DA-B`FAR,  in  coordination
with the LGUs and the residen,t salt producers,  sh.all identify
priority- locations of roads linking the salt farms to the mar:ket,

i
which  shall  be  knowfl  as  DocI7L Asj7Lo7L.  In the  construction
of  the  Dcbo7L  Asj7La7L,   the   DA-BFAR  shall   consider.  the
investment cost for salt production in the  area, the number
of salt prodricers and their famines who Shall benefit from the
venture,  and the  amount of salt prodnced or to be potentially
produced in the salt production areas. Thereafter, the DA-BFAR
shall coordinate with the DPWH for the latter to undertake
the  construction,  improvement,  and maintenance  of the DQCB7L
Astm,ctm,.

SEC.  LS.  Research  am,d  Prolmobi,cm,  Of  Scth  Farming
M€thoczozogjes  o7id   rec7L7Ligz4es.  -  The  DA-NFREI,  in  close
coordination wi,th the  DA-Philippine Center for Postharvest
Develop,ment  and  Mecbanizatio.n   (DA-PhilMec`b),   shall
spearbead  the  development  of the  latest technology in  salt
production,  particularly  technology  th.a.t  an'ows  year-round
production of salt even under erratic weather pa.ttems. It shall
also  encourage  the  mechanization  of  salt  prod\uction  from
pre-  to  post-harvest  and  deveLlop  technologies  that prom'ote
alternative  methods  and  cost-effective  techriques  in  salt
prodrction.

The  D.A-NFRDI  sLa]l immedia.tely transfer  the  resul,ts
oif  their   c`omplieted   study/techn,otlJo,gy/product   to   salt
producers/ma]iufacturers.

SEC.    17.   Ea;}e7Lsjo7L   P7.o.grcims.   -   Th.e   BFAR,   in
coordination with the DTI, DOST, DOIE, Techical Education
and Shilis Develapment Authorfty   (TESDA)  and other re:levant
government  agencies,  slam p.rovide  comptlementary training
programs  tLat  sba.n  develop  and  upgrade  the  ski]I's  aEd
com.petencies  of  Philip.pine  sal`t  producers,  ensure  p,roduct
traceability and compliance to food safety, hasten technology
acquisition including product labelling and packaging, enhance
shi]ls ofl market positioning for Phfippine  autisanal/specialty
and ind,ustrial salts and such other capaibilities necessary in
the maintenance  and development of the local salt indinstry.

SEC.  L8.  Corps  of  Salt  Prod;uchon  Trai,ners.  - Twi:thin
thirty  (30)  days  from the  effectivi.ty  of this Act,  BFAR. shall
form the Corps of Trainers for salt production, whose members
shall be recruited from BFAR persormel in the provinces,  under
the FPHTD; experts from state universities and couege§ (SUCs)
with  a  track  reco,rd  for  studying  an`d  researching  on
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Salt productioD and post-production techniques  and techachogy;
experts from Agricultural Training Institute  (ATI); and from
practitioners in  actual sa.It farm  production in the  country.
The  corps  members  shall  be  tasked  to  help  out  in  the
estabhishment of salt farms  in  areas  designated  as  such by
this Act. BEAR shall spend for their travel, lodging,  ho7Lc>7`or}o
and other necessary expenses, wrfuin eristi]]g bedgetary rules.

BBC.  L9.  Sail  FCLTmers  `CoopeTcinues  cmd, Associ,ati,oTLs.  -
The  CDA  shall  assist  in  the  formation,  organizational

;o:in#te=is'er=:e:b=r:alanfiit3eprraoTu::r::?:esrhafave=antgih:H
capabihitie§ of cooperatives  and associations to le.verage their
own resources, run sustainable  opera.tious,  and increase  the
number  of successful  cooperative-managed  salt farms in the
country.

SEC.  20.  rrocze  o7id  Expo.rf .4ssjsfa7Lce.  -  The  DTI  and
the  DA  sball assist  and  sxpport local  salt prod,ncers  in the
tra.de  and expcutation Of their pl.oduct. They cha]l einance the
capabfities and alobal competitiveness of potential and eristing
p.rodncers  and  expolrfeTs  throu-gb  export  financing;  biusiness
rna.tchin.g`;  provisi:o)n   o.f  trade   and  market  info`rma.tio.n;
promotion of locany prodnced said to local  and internation`al
markets;  organization  of trade  fairs  and b,usiness  missions;
conduct of seminars,  wodsbops,  conferences and symposi:t]m
on export-related subjects, inchding export documentation and
procedures; prorfuct design and develop,ment; and market a]id
prodnct consi]hancy. 'The  goverrment shall give preference to
locally prodrced  salt in govermmeflt p,urcha.ses.

SEC.   21.   Ro.je   off  LGUs.   -  LGUs   sball,   as   far   as
practiicabl.e,   establish  th`eir   respective   Salt  Industry
Development  Ta.sk  Force   (Salt  Task  Force).  LGUs  sh:all
regularly  conduct  a.  survey  of  existing  salt  farms  and  salt
processing enterprises in their respective locaJities.

LGUs,   in   cooperatio,n-   witb   the   DENR,   BFAR,
DA-NFRDI,  and  DTI  and  the  a.ppropriate  DOST  Regional
O.ffice, shall identify appropriate  areas for local salt production
in their respective localities.
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SEC.  22. J7xporfo££o7L  o/ Sc£Zts.  - No persoD  shall import
salt  without  first  securing  a  permit  from  the  following
agencies:

(a)  DA-BFAR  and  DOH-FDA for  food  gra.de  salt;  and

a)  DA-BFAR for ncm-food  grade  salt.
'I'be  DOH-FDA  and  DA-BEAR  are bereby mandated  to

harmonize and streamline their processes.

SEC;.  Z3.  Ma,ndcLfroTy  Use  of  Domesthediky  Itod,uced  Salt.
-  'I'he  government  sbafl  mand.ate  th,e  use  of  dcmesticaHy
produced  salt  in its  programs,  inchading  the fertilizatiofl  of
cocon.ut farms  by the  Phihip.pine  Coco.nut Authority  OCA).

sEc. 24. ^7cbfro7LOz Jod£2icLfro7t Proorcm. - Notwithstanding
the provisions of Repubhc Act No. 8172, iodization of ardsanal
and Eon-food grade salt and salt intended for export is hereby
rendered optional in the country. The u.se of artisanal salt ky
food man.irfacturers and food establishmen`ts shall be  allowed.

Th'e   §al.t  pro.du.c`ed  by   salt   farmers   sha.I.1   n.o,t   be
automa.tically categorized as food grade,  aor Shall the burden
Of iodizing  salt be  on the  salt farmers.

Food gra.de  salt may be  sold by farmers to salt processors
in comphance with this Act provided that iodization shall be
done by the  processors.

Importers, traders and distributors of inported food-graLde
salt  tha.t  will  undertake  fortification  sban  comply  with  the
iodization  sta.ndards  set by the  DOH.

For this purpose,  the  DOH sbali  develop  guidelines for
the  implementatien  of  tbi§  new  mandate,  takin`g  into
considera.-tion  international  trade  nuan,ces  and  stafldards
inpacting on local food manufacturers  and exporters.

The  BFAR-FPH;TD  is  hereby  tasked  to  develop  and
implement  a  comprebensive  program  for  the  acq,uisition,
design,  an'd manufacture of salt iodization- equipment,  and the
further development of salt iodization technology.
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SBC_. 2;5._ Labeling gf Scth Made in the Ph,ttppines. -ALL
salt |iroduced or manufactured in the Philippines for export
shall be labeled a§ `Made in the Philippines" in a prcminent
and  conspicuous  manner on the product,  its packaging,  and
accompa.nying  documentaticm,  a.nd  sball  comply  with  the
requirements of Repubfic Act.  Nc).  7394,  otherwise kDowq  as
the  "Consumer Act  of the  Philippines".

For  domestically  produced  salt  intended  for  the  local
market,  salt  manufacturers,  pro.ducers  or  farmers  are
encoura.ged to provide  a  label `Made  in the  Phi]Spines".

I

Tbe  DTI  shall  assist  domestic  sa.It  manufacturers,
producers  or farmers  on this labeling requirelnen`t.

SEC.  26.  J7Lce7t,£jues.  -  'I'he  following  incentives  shall  be
provided  to  investors  in  salt  fa.rms  develop.ment  and  salt
processing fachi,ties:

(a) The Board of Investments shall dasdy salt farms as
p.referred areas Of investm/ent imder its Investment Priorities
Plan  ¢PP)  subject to pertinent rules  a]id regulations;

Q)  Salt farm  owDers,  salt processors  and  other rela.ted
businesse§ sham be exempt from the payment Of inport duties
for  imported  machines  an'd  equip.men`t  to  be  a.cthally  a]id
directly used in  their businesses,  subject  to  pertinent rdes
and regula.tious;

(c)  Tbe  salt  producers  an:d  processors  sham  be  given
priority  to  a.ccess  credit  assistance  and  girarantee  schemes
gran.ted by  governmeEt fi]ian'cial instittitions  (GFls);  and

(d)  Salt farm developme'nt and their eq.ulpment shall be
covered by the Philippine  Crop  Insurance  Corporation.

SEC.  27.  Tor£# orb  SoZ£.  - There  shall be  levied,  conected,
and paid upon all imported salt a duty of nine percent  (9%)
ad  ualorem.

Tariff  conections  shall  be  credited  automatically  to  a
special  account  with  the  Na,tional Treasury,  which  shall be
in p`lace  witbin  ninety  (90)  days  from  the  effectivity  of this
Act,  for the  purpose  of developing the  salt industry.
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Salt  imports  include  imported  products  under  the
fonowing HS  beadings  or AHTN  Codes,  the  Descriptions:

2501 - Salt (inchading table salt and denatured salt)  and
pure  sodium  chloride,  whether or not in aqiueous  schation of
containing added anti-caking or free flowing agents;  sea wa.ter.

(a)  2501.00.10            -          Table  salt

a)  2501.00.20           -         Unprocessed rock  salt

(c)   2501.too.50             -          Sea wa.ter

( a)                                   -         Other

(e)  250l_00.51                       Salt,  denatured,  industrial

©  2501.00.91            -          With  sodium  chloride  coflten`t
more than 60%  but less than 97%,  calculated on a dy basis,
fortified with iodine.

(g)  2501.0'0.92              -Other,  with  sodium  c'aloride
contelft  97%  or  more  but  l'ess  th'an  99.9%,  calculated  on  a
dy basis-

01)   2'5,01.00.9`9                -Chiher

EEC,.. ?Z8.  Creedon of the  Salt Iud;ustry  Developmat cLm,d,
C_3|mg±e±tiv_eTLess   ET1,h,cmcem,eat   FUTbd,   (SIDCE:F).   -  rFLe
SIDCEF is hereby created from the Salt tariff conections special
a.ccount with the Na.tioflal Treasury. The  SIDCEF shaJl exist
for the neat ten (Ilo) years foHowing the effectivity of this Act.

'I'he  aHocation  and  utihiation  of the  SIDCEF`  shall  be
subject to the  foHowing  guidelines:

(a.)  The   SIDCEF  sham  be  earmarked,  released.  and
implemen,ted as foHows:

(1)  Provision of machinery and equipment, including sea
water pumps,  salt graders,  salt harvesters,  dunip trucks and
baggiDg  machines,   and   salt  iodization   ma`chines   for
beneficiaries who  are into  salt iodization;  fifty percent  (50%);
to  be  utilized  and  implemented by B`FAR;
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(2) Esta.bhshment of salt farm warehouses/storage  areas;
fortyr  percent  (40%);  to  be  constructed  and inplemented  by
DPWH;

(3)  Conduct of extension services; five percent (5%); to be
utihzed  and inplemented by BFAR provintial  offices;  and

(4) Development of modem salt production and processing
technology; five percent (5%)  to be utilized and inplemented
by  NFRDI:

Proufczed,  Tbat the beneficiaries  of the  SIDCEF  aj.e  the  salt
cooperatives/associations  of  subsistence  and  small  farmers
fisherfolk:  Proc%.decz,  frrri7Le7.,  Th`at the  earmarking percentage
sba]l be reviewed  at the  end  of the fifth  (5th)  year foHowing
the effectivity of this Act, without pre.judice \to  a:n earfeer review
if deemed necessary, for possible revisions and upgra.ding based
on  changes in intervention priorities:  P7`oLJzded,  fu7-}JLe7-more,'Ihat the  allocarfuon and disbursement Of funds shall focus  on
the  provinces that have  the  most  nimber  of sat  farms;

a) At the  end of the fifth  (5th) year from the  effectivity
of this  Act,  a  mandatory  review  shall  be  conducted  by  the
COCAFM  to  determine  wheth.er  SIDCEF  an`d  i.ts  use  a.s
provided for under this Act sh'all be contimed,  amended,  or
terminated. 'Ihe  COCAFM shall utilize the increase or d.eerease
in farmers' incomes  a.s a prinary benchmark in deten]]ining
the effectiveness of the iuterven.tions under the  SIDCEF  and
its  possible  extension;

(c) The  Secretary of the DA and the BFAR Director shall
be  a.ccountab.le  and  responsible  for  the  management  and
utihation  of the  said  fimd  in  coordination  with  the  other
government agencies concerned;

(d) The amount allocated shall be released directly to the

gep]:gj::£gsa:]:ntcfeesgL€:r#aq£:::i:¥deAd:tF£::dt£:
unutirized  portion  of  the  SIDCEF  shall  not  revert  to  the
general fund but shall continue  to be used for the purpose for
which it wa.s set aside.  The fund relea.ses  shall not be  subject
to  any  ceiling  by  the  DBM;  a.nd
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(e) Any program undertaken in accordance with this Act
Shall only be  deemed  complementary  and supplementary to,
and shall not be  a replacement of,  any existing progl.ains for
the fisberfok already inplemented by the DA-BEAR and other
agencies  concerned.

SEC.   29.   PoLue7.s   o/  £fue  P7`esjde7Lf.  -  Notwithstanding
Section  27  of  this  Act  and  consistent  witb  the  Philip`pine
national interest  and the  objective  of safeguarding local  salt
producers  and consumers, the President is hel.eby empowered
to  act with full delegated authority  subject to the provisions
of the  Custons Modernization and Tariff Act  (CMTA), in the
fonowing circumstances:

(a)  The Presideint may revise  or  a.djust  existing rates  of
customs  duties  on salt imports  consonant with tie  country's
international agreements,  incl.tiding ally necessary cbange in
classification  apphcable  to their importation: I+oLjjded,  That
the  aidj.ustment  is  time-bound  afld  that  tbe  power  herein
delegated  to  the  Presid.ent  shah  only  be  exercised  when
Congress is  not in  session:  ProL;jded,  fr7`£frer,  Tbat  any  order
issued by the President a.djusting the  apphed tariff ra`tes sball
take  effect fifteen  (15)  d-ays  after p,ubhcation;  and

®) In the event of any iminent or forecasted sbortage,
or such other situation requing govemlnent intervention the
President is empowered for a ]inited period and/or a specified
volime,  to  allow  the  importation  of salt  at  a  lower  app.lied
tariff rate to a.ddress the situation.  Such order sball take effect
immediately  and  can  be  issued  even  when  Congress  is  in
session.

The  power  herein  delegated  to  the  President  may  be
withdrawn  or  terminated  by  Congress  through  a  joint
resolution.

SEC.   30.  j3apor££n,g.  -  The  various   d'epartments   and
a.gencies  specified in this Act shLall provide  regular npdates  to
the  Salt  Council  on  the  progress  of  their  programs  and
activities toward the  realizatiori of the  objectives  of this Act.
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SEC.  31.  Cong7`essjo7Laz  OL)ersjgh{.  -The  `COCAFM  shall
regularly  exercise  its  oversight  powers  to  ensure  the  full
implementation  of this Act.

SEC.   32.  Agen,cjes  Regzj,Zcz7.  Prog7.cms.  -  The  additional
mandates, functions and activities of the various departments
and agencies provided for  a.nd identified in this Act shall be
considered regular progra.ms  and shall be funded accordingly
in their  annual budgets  as particularly provided in  Sections
15,   19,  and  20  of this  Act.

SEC.  33. 4ppraprjofjo7Ls. i The  ardount necessary for the
effective implementation of this Act shall be taken from the
appropriations of the BFAR. Thereafter,  such anount as may
be needed for the continued implementation of this Act shall
be  incfuded  in the  annqal  GAA.

SEC.  34.  Sepa7.objzzdy  C%aL4se.  -  If  a.ny  p}rovisioD  of this
Act is dedared invalid or unconstifutional, the other provisioDs
of this Act not  affected by  such  declaratiofl  shall remain in
full force  and  effect.

SEC.   3`5.   Repeoz£7Lg   CZoz/se.   -   Sections   3   and   5   of
Repu,b,lie  Act  No.  8172  are  modified  accordingly.  AIl  laws,
decrees,  ol.ders,  rules  an'd regulations  or  other  issuances  or
parts inconsistent wi.th the provisions  of this Act  are hereby
repealed or modified  accordingly.

SEC.  36.  E#ecriLJdy.  -  This  Act  shall take  effect  fifteen
(15)  days  after its  complete pubhcatiofl in the  C#cinz  Gclze#e
or  in  two  (2`)  newspapers  of general  circul'atioD.

Approved,

Of Re;presenlatives
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This Act, which is a consohdation of Sefla.te Bill No. 2243
a.nd  House  Bill  No.  8278,  was  pa.ssed  by  the  Senate  of
the  Philippines  and  the  House  of  Representative;  on
December 6, 2023 and Decem.ber 13,  2023, reapectively.

Secretary  General
House Of Re;preserttatives

Approtved:    ,NAB   1  1   28244
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