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Republic of the Philippines
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Manila

NCV 11 2000

No.
Series of 2000

DEPARTMENT ORDER)
)
)
)

x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x

SUBJECT: PROHIBITING THE INSTAllATION OF
ADVERTISEMENTS, BillBOARDS, OR
SIGNS WITHIN THE ROAD RIGHT·OF·
WAY OF NATIONAL ROADS.

It has been observed that unauthorized road messages/materials/signs, e.g.
billboards, advertisements, and streamers, are installed or displayed within the road right-
of-way of national roads. These materials are not only unsightly, they also distract the
attention of the motorist, as well as constitute serious hazards when the fastenings give
way during strong winds, etc. The installation of these materials within the national roads
rights-of-way shall be discontinued. Those already installed shall be removed.

To prevent the installation of these unnecessary messages/materials, all Regional
Directors, District Engineers and other concerned are hereby directed to strictly enforce
Section 6, Article XIII of Administrative Order No. 14, Series of 1958 and the General
Provisions pursuant to Chapter 20 of the National Building Code of the Philippines (PD
1096) which provide the rules and regulations that govern the design, content,
construction, location, installation and maintenance of outdoor billboards, advertising and
display signs, streamers, posters and the like.

To minimize adverse public reaction to these measures, appropriate notices shall
be given to the owners of said signs before actual removal is undertaken.

Attached are copies of Section 6, Article XIII of Administrative Order No. 14
Series of 1958 and the IRR ofPD 1096, Rule V-Signs for ready reference.

For strict compliance.
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SEC. 5.-0bs,t1'Zlctiug tho flotu of 'Zvate1'" 7.(,nd~e1·
'road st1'l(,ctu,7°es and 1.<,SO 'of hightOCl'y ditch fo/r
"ir·rigation.-It, is prohibited to obstruct the flo,v
of water or in any ,yay in1pede the passage thereof
l.l...">1derany. bridge, through any culvert, higlnvay
ditch, or drainage canal or to use' any higlnvay
ditch for irrigation or other purposes.

SEC. G-·~1!I;icmlf(.L~Y/fB.1'§.ct!f",1Wict'lv1J.1:;ti~:(J:r:t1}().7f~'t$JiJf07i~'s)rjy.,1"fS.-
0. '''" ~~~p,,.~;.~.t='IY..e.,~~ttt;."'j*""'.1.jC~~~t'i'~'''''','~··''''''''~~I~''~u,,",.NI~-~',.~;'.~."-:1

.I~;i~!~~a:t~~P~~;g1l11i*~;~1.f~~]!m.~~~~~g:!W~§h\jg~t~§~~11
sIgns.'lmr.Q·rw;~no·11i:(f(.)sImi¥71~t'11'J!m'~Yitl1e8'U'ml1.tT-o:f;·w;a~--r~:fJ.··';a-l1~,,~'_,';-,_,:Y""'~~li>'~;"-""~~';")~''''.....,Q,J.::~~" -~'"""&""""'ll~~'W . l. -'''.t.jl~';~~fJ..b~..~..••.•..:..:·,·;' '···'-,.:"::..r~I:01"~:41$"'·~~"'.''''····'''_····1'1..•,.·_...•.,.-fJI·if¥ath:n.Tih;i~,o:ad~. '. 'M.· , . ,

. -- .. " ""~~~~.~ ..' --'''?-?·;:~-;~:'''i!·'{··~)o-Wf
SEC. ·7~:::::"'CO?1.9t'·h<,ct-ion and '11zaintcnance of tele-

.. fj'raph and t'olcpho no lincs, 1·(l,il·roacls and oonduits y

fo']o 1>rivate 'H.se.-N 0 person shull cons~ruct and
Inaintain for private use, telegraph or telephone
lines, conduits 01' l'nihvays on any hational road
unless the necess'ury franchise has been gl'a'nted
.by Congress and <:to pern1it has been secured as
required by the tcrn1S thoreof, and frOlU the COln-,
111issioner of Public I-liglnvays.

SEC. S.-Digging on 01· o[~str'l{.ct'in[/ 1l.{~tionall'road8.
-No person shall be allo'\vcd to dig up, obstruct
or in any "\vay clishu'bs any nu tional road fOle
the purposesl of any inst.allation or construction,
unless a perll1it in "\vriting is first obtained from
the C01111nissioner or, his deputies. This pernlit
shall specify the tinl0 \vithin "\vhich the "\vorl\:s
s1i'all be C0111111etedas "\vell as the tin1e for t4e
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'1.13: 'Th; mstiillation of all kinds 'of signs 'shall be such that a harmonious and aesthetic relationsh'
, ,all u.:;itslherein is pre~nted, " Ip of

, ...
SpCcyic Provisions:

'3.1. Advertising Signs
O1}tdooradvertising signs shall be permitted only in commercial or industrial zones as designated'

, the Official Zoning Map," , III

3.2 Business Signs
3.2.1 Business signs shall have a maximum width ~f 1.20 meters and a length not exceeding the

frontage of the lot, ,.'
3.2.2 Business signs installed, displayed or erected in the same building shall preferably be ofidt

tical size and flush against the building facade, et-
3.23 In highly built·up urban areas, business signs may be allowed within the immediate appro .

as defmed in Section 2.2 a

3.5.3.4 Horizontal projections of signboards sh~ follow Rules 3.5.1 and 3.5.2 above.
3.5.3.5 In case of two adjacent buildings, adjacent signboards shall be placed at a distance

of not less than 2.00 meters from the conunon boundary line.
3.53.6 Signboards shall not obstruct any window or emergency exit, nor be closer than

1.00 meter to electric and telephone posts and wires.
3.53.7 Vertical clearances shall follow Rule 3.5.2 above.

3.6 Wall Signs ,
The construction of wall signs shall be subject to the following conditions: (see Figure 4.)
3.6.1 Display signs placed against the exterior surface of buildings shall not extend more than 300

millimeters from the wall with its lowest portion not less than 3.00 meters above the sidewalk.

3.6.2 Signs shall not extend beyond the top and/or sides of any face of the exterior perimeter walls
of the building. Signs when made of combustible materials shall not exceed 4.00 square
meters in area. Those made of incombustible materials may be allowed to cover the entire
surface of blank walls oply and shall not be allowed to cover or obstruct openings.

Roof Signs
33.1 The de~gn and :o~struction of roof signs shall conform to the provisions of Sec. 2030 of

the NatIonal Buildmg Code. However, no signs shall be erected, attached to, installed or
fastened on roof tops of buildings of wooden structures. '

3.3.2 Adequate provisions for grounding metallic parts of roof signs exposed to lightning shallbe
provided.

3.63

3.6.4

3.6.5

All signs painted or pasted on the extenorsurface of buildings or structures may be considered
either as business or advertising signs.

Sign stands or d~splay stands shall not be placed on the sidewalk pavement.

Signs shall not be attached to, painted on, installed or displayed on posts or columns of
arcades.

Projecting Signs
The erection of projecting signs shall be subject to the following conditions: (see Figures 2.3 & 4.)
3.5.1 On non·arcaded streets or where arcades are proposed, signs shall not extend more than 1.2C

meters from the wall line or building line. On arcaded stre.,ts, the signs shall not project more
th.an 1.00.meter from the :",:alliine ')ver the street. For buildings abutting on streets or aIle)1
~lth?llt Sidewalks or provISIOnstherefor, the rules for arcaded streets shall apply on project·
mg SIgnS.

Ground Signs
Ground signs shall be subject to the following conditions:
3.4.1 ~round signs shall not exceed 6.00 meters in height above the street crown except neon

SIgnSwhich shall be constructed in conformity with accepted engineering standards.
3.4.2 Ground signs shall be located within the property line and under no circumstances shall L'l~.

occupy the street or sidewalk. r .,"; •

3.4.3 Public or government signs erected or installe'd within the area of the sidewalk shaJl be so
designed and located that they do not obstruct the easy passage of pedestrians nor distract
the attention of motorists.

3.4.4 Self·supporting outdoor signs along highways shall be located 10.00 meters away from the
property lines abutting the road right·of·way.

,'.Removal! Alterations
A sign with permit which was erected before the adoption of this Rule but not conforming hereto
shall be given a grace period to conform dating fi'Jm the receipt of notice as follows:

Exemptions, . ~~
A permit shall not be required for any sign not exceeding 0.20 square meter of display surface npr
for temporary signs for charitable, religious, and civic purposes duly authorized. This exemption shall
not release the owner from responsibility for its uesign, construction, installation, maintenanc~ and
removal.,

Administrative Provisions:
Applications
Any person desiring to display, erect, or maintain any sign shall me an application therefor with the
Office of the Building Official in a standard form stating amonR others, the location of the premises
wherein said sign is to be displayed, erected or maintained ,accompanied with the pertinent r~~;:•.;.jllg~
and/or sketches. The application shall also include the location and the site plans, wrillcn consent 01
the owner of the prcmises and such other pertinent data asmay be required by the Building Official.

Permit for erection or installation ,
No sign of any kind shall be erected, installed or constructed unless a permit therefor is obtained from
the Building Official

3.6.6 Display windows orwall signswithin 3.00 meters above the sidewalk shall be flush or recessed,

3.7.2 Streamers strung over or across any public thoroughfare shall have the necessary permit
therefor from the Building Official. The lowest point of the bottom edge of streamer shall
have a minimum clearance of 4.30 meters above the pavement.

Temporary Signs .
3.7.1 All temporary signs, bills, posters and th·~like may be installed or posted only in areas or

structures allowed by pertinent provisioT's of this Code.

4. '
4.1

3.7

. Ac~ear~ce of not less than 3.00 meters shall be provided below the lowest part of such signs
projectmg over sidewalks on buildings without arcades and a clearance of not less than 5.00
meters shall be provided below the lowest part of such signs projecting over arc~ded streets.

'f!te erection of electric neon signboards or other advertisements of similar nature projectin!
over roadways or public streets, shall be allowed, provided that: .
3.5.3.1 Clear distance between the signboards erected on one bllilding isnot less than 4.00.

meters. " .
3.5.3.~ Signboards on multi.storey buildings shall be erected on the same ~'ertic~ Iiraeand

shall not overlap each other. ;-
3.5.3.3 Tops of signboards shall not extend over the topmost part of th~ parapet or the

bottom line of th~ eave of the bu ilding.. ' '

3.5.3

3.5.2

·3.4

."



5. ":Design:

4.7 Identification
Signs shall bear tr.e imprint of the permittee:

5.4 C<J1nbinedLoads: Wind and seismic loads need not be combined in the design of signs or sign
structure, only that loading producing the :arger stresses need be used.

~ ·th. Vertical design loads, except roof live loads, shall be assumed to be act~ng simultaneously WI

. -_. the wind or seismic loads. I •

Members supporting unbraced signs shall be so proportioned that the bearing loads imposed on the
soil in either direction, horizont:1l or vertical. shall not exceed the safe values. Br!lc~d ground signs
shall be anchored to resist the specified wind or seismic load acting in any direction. Anchors and
supports shall be designed for safe bearing loads on the soil and for an effective resistance to pull out
afi10unting to a force 25 percent greater than the required resistance for overturning.

Portable ground signs supported by frames or posts rigidly attached to the baSe shall be so proportioned
that the weight and size of the bas~ will be adequate to resist the wind pressure: .

Signs attached to masonry, concrete, or steel shaI.1be safely. and securely fastened thereto by means
of metal anchors, bolts, or approved expansion screws' of sufficient size and anchorage to support
safely the loads applied ..

No wooden blocks or plugs or anchors with wood used in corrnection with screws or nails shall ~e
considered proper anchorage, except in the case.of signs.attached to wood framing .....

6.2.1 Structural steel shall be of such quality as to conform with ASTM A 36. Seconduy members
in contact with or directly supporting the display surface may be formed oflight gauge steel,
provided such members are designed in accordance with the specifications of the design of
light gauge steel as specified in ASTJ',{A 242and,in addition.shall be galvanized. Secondary
members, when formed integrally with the display surface, shall be not less than No. 24 gauge
in thickness. When not formed integrally with the display surface, the minimum thickness of
the secondary members shall be No. 12 gauge. The minimum thickness of hot·rolled steel
members furnishing structural support for signs shall be 6.35 mm. except that if galvanized,
such members shall be not less thqn ·J.18 mm. thick. Steel pipes shall be of such quality as to
conform ••••;th ASTM A 36. Steel members may be connected with one galvanized bolt
provided that connection is adequate to transfer the stresses in the members.

In all signs and sign structures, the mat~rials and details of construction shall, in the absence of
specified requirements, conform with the following:

6.2.2 Anchors and supports, when of wood and embedded in the soil, or within 150 mm. of the
soil, shall all be of heartwood of a durable species or shall be pressure·treatcd with ~n
approved preservative.

5.5 Allowable Stresses. The design of wood, concrete, or steel members £hall conform to the require •
ments of Chapters 3,4 and 5, of the NSCB. Loads, both vertical and horizontal, exerted on the soil
shall not produce stresses exceeding those specified in Chapter 7 of the NSCB.

The working stresses of wire rope and its fastenings shall not exceed 25 percent of the ultimate
strength of the rope or fastener.

~
Working stresses for wind or seismic loads combined wIth dead loads may be increased as specified

in Chapter 2 of the NSCB.

Construction:

6.1 General. The supports of all signs or sign structures £hall be placed in or upon private property and
shall be ~ecurely built, constructed, and erected in conformance with th~ requirements of this Rule •.

. 6.2 Materials. Materials of construction fC?rsigns and'sign structures shall be of the quality and grade as
specified for buildings in this Rille.

Existing signs without perlnit and non-conforming to the provisions of this Rule shall be
altered to conform to this Rule. The owner shall secure the necessary perm}t not .later than
60 days from receipt of notice from the BuildingOft'icial. In case of failure to secure permit
within the grace period the sign shall be removed by the owner. "For failure of the owner to
remove the sign, the Building Official shall cause the removal of the sign at the expense of .
the owner •.

EXistihgSigns .... ~ ..
,4.5.1 Existing signs without penrut but confonnmg to the prOVlSlonsof this Rule shall b: a1lowea

to remain provided the owner obtains a validating pem~it within 30 days from receipt of
. notice from the Building Official ..

;1\"-" Neori .Si,gns , : 12 months.bY . Allothers :. ' :~ 6 months
.After t~e'hpira~on of the ,grace period such non-conforming signs shall be removed.

",4.5.2

.1 General. Sif,'fIsand sign structures shall be designed and constructed to resist wind and seismic forces
.• as sr~'citied in this Rule. All bracing systems shall be designed and t:Onstru~ted to tr:lI1~rerbteral ror~es

to the foundations. For signs on buildings, the dead and lateral loads shall be transmItted through the
structural frame of the building to the ground in such manner as not to overstress any of the elements
thereof.

The overturning moment produced from lateral forces shall in no case exceed two· thirds of the
dead·load resisting moment. Uplift due to overturning shall be adequately resisted by proper anchorage
to the ground or to the structural fran1e of the building. The weight of earth superimposed over foot·
ings may be used in determining the dead·load resisting moment. Such earth shall be carefully placed
and thoroughly compacted.

Wind Loads. Signs and sign structures shall be designed and constructed to resist wind forces as
_specified in Chapter 2 'of the National Structural Code for Buildings (NSCB).

5.3' Seismic Loads. Signs or sign structures shall be de~iined and constructed to' resist seismic forces as
specified in ~hapter 2 of the NSCB,

5.2

·4.5

4.6 Maintenance
:.<"',''1 Sign,s shall be maintained in a safe and presentable con~ition, Should a sign .become, in the ~p~nion
(J of the Building Official, unsafe or an eyeso.re, the permittee shall, upon notIce from the lluildrng

.' Official, immediately restore the sign to a safe and satisfactory condition.

For non-compJiance with the notice, the Building Official shall restore the sign at the expense of
the permittee.
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