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SUBJECT: Implementing Rules and Regulations of
Presidential Decree No. 1586 and 1151,
Establishing the Environmental Impact
BtateDent System

Pursuant to Presidential Decree No. 1586, in relrtion to
Section 4 of P.D. No. 1151, the following rules and regulations
are hereby promulgated:

...:>iCTION1. Scope. These rules arid regulations shall apply
to projects planned by this Ministry, bureaus, regional/district
offices, attached agencies, and .roject offices which fall within
the definition of an Environmentally Critical Project, or which
will be located within an Environmentally Critical Area. For
these nrojects an Environmental Compliance Certificate shall be
obtained as herein provided.

0~CTION 2. Definition of Terms. For purposes of these
rules and regulation:

a) "Environment" means all facets of man's surroundings;
physical, ecological, aesthetic, cultural, economic, hxst6r±~~
institutional, and social;

b) "Project" means activities including actions, programs,
or undertakings, regardless of magnitude, which may have signifi-
cant impact on the environment;

c) "Project Proponent" refers to staff bureaus, regiona1/
district offices, projoct offices, pe~sons,'owners/agents, orga-
ni z.ett ons , or other entities planning or proposing to undertake a
project;

d) "Environmental Compliance Certificate/Environmental
Exemption Certificate" refers to the document issued by the
President of the Philippines or his duly authorized representa-
tive certifying that the project under consideration will bring
about ~n acceptable environmental impact and that the proponent
has complied with the requirements of the Environmental Impact
Statement System;
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e) "Project Description" (PD) refers to the document
submitted by the project pro~onent substantially describing the
proposed project pa:lfticularlythose aspects of the project whi ch
will likely cause adverse environ~ental impact;

f) "Environmental Impact statement" (EL;) refers to the
documentation of the studies of the environmental impact of a
project including a discussion of the direct and indirect conse-
quences upon human welfare and ecological and environmental in-
tegrity. The EIS may vary from project to project but shall in
every case contain all relevant environmental infor'otions and
detniles about the project to enable the I:2PC to ma~e a jUdicious
desicion;

g) IINEPC" means National Envirormental Protection Council
of the Hinistry of Human Settlements and Ecology.

h) "Environmental Unit" meBns the staff of Project Develop-
ment Divis ion, Planning Service of the tftiniGtryof Public '.!orkso

SECTION 3. Functions of the ::':nvironmenta,lUnit.

The Bnvironmental Unit sholl:

a) Assist t~e staff bureaus, regiopal/diGtrict officec,
attached agenc i.es , "',ndproject offices to determine whether their
project is environmentally critical or will be located within an
environmentally c~itical area;

b) Assist staff bureaus, regional/district offices, attached
agencies, and project offices in com~lying with thp re~uirements
of the EIS System as provided by pertinent laws. The assistance
to be provided shall be limited to the rendering explanations of
the }i;ISSystem and collecting datn ; and to t''1emaking of sugCE'SLions
as to where the proponent may get further information or assistance.
The Ministry's Environmental Unit is not obliged to provide manpower
in collecti~g data or to prepare an EIS.

SECTION 4. Duties and .,'-':oC'sibilities of Staff Bureaus,Re-
gional/District Offices, Attached Agencies, and Project Offices.

a) Identify the t:inistry's ':::nvironnentalOfficers w i t h which
to coordinate;

b) Gather all information necessary for the preparation of an
EIS if required, provided that the cost of data gathering, plan pre-
paration, 0~C~.' trtion, publication and other expenses in connection
therewith shall be borne by project proponentso -

c) Prepare and subMit pertinent documents re~uired.
SECTION 5. Declaration of Environmentally Critical Projects

and Areas.

a) Upon declaration of the President of the lbilippines, the
following may be environmentally critic"] projects and within the
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scope of the ~nvironmental Impact 5tatement System:

I. Heavy Industries:
a. Non-ferrous metal industries
bo Iron aLd steel mills
c. 3meltin£ plants
d. Petroleum and petro-chemical industries,

includin~ oil and gas
e. Pulp and paper mills
f. All forms of mining and quarrying projects
g. All forms of forestry projects including

mangrove exploitation

II. Ihfrastructure Frojects:

d.

Do.ms
Powe.r plants, whether fossil-fllelcd,
~uclear-fueled, hydroelectric, or
ge othe r-na L
Major reclamation projects (irrigation and
drainage)
Sewage outfalls, cut-off channels, hydraulic
control structu~es, ports, channel rectification,
dredging, gui olebanks, diversion head wor-cs , and
other major river engineering works.
Building complexes, regional centers and laboratories.

b.

c.

e.

b) Upon declar~tion of the }resident of the Philippines, the
folloving may be environmentally cri t dcaL areas and Hithin the
scope of the ~nvironmental Impact 3tatement System:

1. Areas declared by Law as national parks, we t er-elie d re-
serves, wildlife reserves, and sanctuaries;

2. Areas set aside by the Ministry of ~ourism as aesthetic
of potential tourist area;

3. Areas which constitute the habitat for any endangered qr
threatened species of indigeous Philippine Hildlife (flora and
fauna) ;

4. Area of un i que historic, archaelogical, or scientific
interests;

5. Areas which have traditionally occupied by cultural commu-
nities or tribes;

6. Areas rendered critical by narural disasters (faulted re-
gions, flood~)rone area, typhoon belts, volcanic activity, unstable
coastal area);

70 Erosion prone areas and ground subsidence;

8. Mangrove areas;
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a. with prirnary/pristi~e and dense young growth
b. adjoining mouth of major river systems to maintain

ecological balance of esturine area
c. near or adjacent to traditional productive fry or

fishing grounds
d. which act as ~atural buffers agai~st more ero~ion,

strong winds and storm floods
e. on which people are dependent for their livelihoodo

90 Coral reefs:

a. with 50% and above live coralline cover
o. spawninc and nursery grounds for fish
c. which act as natural breakwaters of coastline

10. ~a~er bodies:

a. Classified for drin~inf purposes
b. within the control area declared by the

;,;ci.tional',ater Resources Council
c. withi~ the protected area declared by the

Ministry of Natural Resources
d. which support wildlife and fishery activities

11. Areas reserved as [rime agricultural lands

12. Recharge areas of groundwater ~quifer.

SECTION 6. General Procedure

a);lho are required to aubm i t Project Deiicription (PD)

The Znvironmental Offic~r of all Bureaus, regional/district
offices, attached agencies, and project offices shall submit a
PD of each of their proposed projects within the scope of EIS
System as s[ecified in Section 5. It is required that the PD be
prepared during the initial appraisal or incorporated in the plan-
ning stage of the proposed project.

The PD ah?ll contain:

10 Type
20 Project Size or Scale
3. Purpose of the Project
4. Estimated Cost
5. Resume' of Project Construction, Actual and60 Planned Operations
70 Kind, Mode, Rate, and Place of Discharge or Emissions

and/or Effluents Ge~erated during Construction and
Operations

8. Mitigation Measures and Alternativeso

'1
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b) Evaluation of Project Description (PD):

The PD shall be suhmitted to the E~vironment81 Unit for
review by the Environmental Unit which will then forward the
same to NEPC. If the .Environmental Unit finds out that the
EI~ is necessary, then the ~roject Proponent sh~ll be advised
to aubm; t the same to the IJl~PC through the ~!;nvironmentalUnit
for further action. If an EIS is no longer necessary, the pro-
ponent will be advi~ed to proceed with the implementation of the
project.

c) Issuance of an Environmental Compliance Certificats/
Environmental Exemption Certificate:

1. The ~nvironmental Unit shall deter~ine the suffi-
ciency of the bIS and submit the same to ~iPC for
evaluation.

2. If the proposed nroject is to be located within an
Environmentally Critical Area, but does not fall under
any of the categories of invironmental Critical Pro-
jects, and should it be determined by the NEPC Commit-
tee that said propos ed :rro2eet ',6] I have no or negli-
gible effects upon the Environmentally Critical Area, the
Committee may immediately recommend to the President or
his duly authorized representative, the issuance of an
Environmental Compliance Certificate/Environmental Exerr~_
tion Certificate for the project.

3. If the Committee determines that t~e proposed project is
not wi thin the scope of the iI"; System, the ::.zPCcha'lL
immediately inform the :'rojcct nroponent to proceed with
the project but may re0uire the latter to adopt appro-
priate environmental safeguards as it rnay deernnecessary.

SECTION 7. Conflicts arising ~n the Implementation of the
SIS System.

In case of conflicts in the implementation of the EI3, the
guidelines prescribed b~ the ~EPC On this matter shall be observed.

SECTION 8. Eonitoring of EIS. ~onitoring of the progress of
a project on which an EIS was proposed and subse~uently apprmved
shall be made by the Environmental Unit from time to time as may
be reQuired by the X~PC.

0ECTION 9. Repealing Clauseo All orders, rules and re~ula-
tions or parts thereof, inconsistnet with fue provisions of this
Ministry Order, are hereby repealed or modified accordinglyo

SECTION 100 Effectivity. This Ministry Order shall take
effect immediately.

JUI:~O
ister ~
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